CITY OF BELLEVILLE
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, January 23, 2023 - 7:30 pm

The regular meeting of the City Council was held via a hybrid of in-person and virtual access through ZOOM.

The regular meeting of the Belleville City Council was called to order by Mayor Conley at 7:30 p.m.
1.	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE
2.	ROLL CALL
	Council Member Bates		Present
	Council Member Beebe		Present
	Council Member Fielder		Present 
	Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Present
	Mayor Conley				Present


3.  	APPOINTMENTS, PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS
A. Presentations
· Wayne County Engineers – Denton Rd. Bridge Update
· Andrew Kandrevas, Director of Public Services, Scott Cabautan, Deputy Director of Public Services, and Sami Khaldi, Chief Engineer for Wayne County spoke on the closure and impending repair/replacement of the Denton Rd. bridge and provided the following information/updates:
· Rumors that there are no defects with the bridge are incorrect. The east abutment of the bridge has separated from the bridge due to aging wood pilings underneath. 
· Re-building the bridge is expected to cost much less than repairing the existing problem(s). Also, while repairs would correct the current problem, future failings may still occur as the bridge is almost 100 years old. 
· There are no firm dates at the moment regarding when the replacement will begin or when it is expected to be completed. The County is currently working with EGLE, which can often be a lengthy process. 
· The County would like any concerns or questions posed by area residents to be directed to their municipalities, who will compile and pass them along to officials at the County. 
· The floor was opened for comments and questions from audience members:
· Victoria Maeley (sp) – Inquired why an intended underwater inspection of the bridge in 2018 that could not be completed, due to freezing temperatures, was not rescheduled for 2019. 
· Deidre Rivera-Creal – Asked Wayne County officials to repair and maintain the roads currently being used as detour routes, as they are in poor condition. 
· Don Sherman – Commented that Beckley has not had gravel added to the surface in years, and that Denton Rd. needs serious attention. 
· John Juriga – Asked if boat traffic can utilize the area of the bridge while it is under construction. Wayne County officials stated that it is currently safe for boaters. 
· Anthony Stubbs (sp) – Inquired if it was possible for the County to request that boat traffic be allowed under one side of the bridge during the construction process in their request for proposals. 

B. Council Follow Up List
· No comments. 

C. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items
· Mike Renaud
· Noted that a trailer has now been parked near a boat that is currently parked in the area behind Frosty Boy on Main St. 
· Thanked Council Member Beebe for asking Wayne County about construction timelines in regards to the Denton Rd. bridge. 


4.  	APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	
MOTION:  	Motion by Bates, supported by Voigt to approve the agenda as presented.  

[bookmark: _Hlk113892198][bookmark: _Hlk71894233]ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.



5.  	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.  January 9, 2022, Regular Meeting of the City Council

MOTION:	Motion by Fielder, supported by Voigt to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on Monday, January 9, 2022.


[bookmark: _Hlk124414581]ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.


6.	PUBLIC HEARINGS
· None.

7.	INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
· None. 

8.	GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION
A. Approval of Drug/Alcohol Policy – SMART Senior Transportation

MOTION:	Motion by Voigt, supported by Bates to approve the City’s Drug and Alcohol Policy .  

ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.


B. [bookmark: _Hlk125458646]Special Event Application – Egan’s St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

MOTION:	Motion by Bates, supported by Fielder to approve the Special Event Application for the Egan’s St. Patrick’s Day Celebration.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.

C. Special Event Application – Egan’s Pub Car Show
  
MOTION:	Motion by Voigt, supported by Bates to approve the Special Event Application for both the Egan’s Pub Car Show.

ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.



D. Resolution # 23-003 – Appointments/Re-Appointments to Boards/Commissions

MOTION:	Motion by Fielder, supported by Voigt to approve Resolution #23-003 authorizing the appointments of one Board of Review member and one Planning Commission member. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.


9.  	ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES

[bookmark: _Hlk87255918]MOTION:	Motion by Voigt, supported by Bates to approve Resolution #23-004 authorizing Accounts Payable and Departmental Expenditures as presented.

ROLL CALL VOTE:	Council Member Bates		Aye
Council Member Beebe		Aye
Council Member Fielder		Aye
			Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt			Aye
			Mayor Conley				Aye
Motion Carried.


10.	CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

· City Manager Robinson noted that it was a bit of a process to have the engineers from Wayne County come out to the meeting to discuss the Denton Rd. bridge, and is very appreciative for their willingness to be at the meeting. He added that there has been a lot of inaccurate information about the bridge being disseminated, and felt that it was important to correct that information. 


11. 	CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS

· Council Member Bates
· Stated she was very happy that Wayne County came out to present information regarding the Denton Rd. bridge. 
· Thanked everyone in attendance at the meeting. 
· Would like to revisit the idea of whether or not “No Commercial Vehicle” signs are needed on Main St. 
· Noted that the Butcher Shop is now open for business. 
· Council Member Beebe
· Gave the engineers from Wayne County credit for coming to the meeting to address questions and concerns, and appreciates them doing so. 
· Thanked City Manager Robinson for working to have Wayne County come out for the presentation.
· Noted that the Butcher Shop is now open for business. 
· Council Member Fielder
· Complimented Mayor Conley for presiding over the meeting. 
· Believes that western Wayne County and the Belleville area are more respected in the eyes of Wayne County officials now. 
· Noted that he attended a Growth Works meeting recently, and as of now there are still no residential facilities for adjudicated youth. 
· Stated that he attended the Substance Abuse Disorder Board meeting recently as well, and that Fentanyl continues to be a major problem. 
· Mayor Pro-Tem Voigt
· Appreciates Wayne County officials for coming to the meeting, but added that the City and Council need to remain firm on obtaining dates/timelines from them regarding the bridge’s replacement. 
· Excited the both the Butcher Shop and the Belleville Bait Shop are open.
· Stated that he would like to see parking times limited on N. Liberty between 5th St. and Main St.


12. 	MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
· Stated that the City and Council will remain in contact with Wayne County to obtain updates regarding the Denton Rd. bridge replacement. 
· Thanked everyone for their comments at the meeting. 

13. 	CITIZENS COMMENTS 
· John Juriga
· Noted that the Belleville Area Museum has now been closed for over 1,000 days, and asked what the City Council has done to get answers on when it will re-open. 
· Mike Renaud
· Would like to see the Belleville Rd. bridge re-striped to extend the south-bound left-turn lane on to N. Liberty. 
· Wanted to thank DPS Supervisor Rutherford in advance for the department’s efforts during the upcoming snowstorm. 
· Chris Donley
· Would like to see the docks at Horizon Park extended to accommodate pontoons and larger boats, as these boaters do not have safe access to the docks at their current length. 


14. 	ACTION ITEMS FOR NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
· None

15.	ADJOURNMENT 
	
MOTION:	Motion by Bates, supported by Voigt to adjourn at 9:00 p.m.
No objections were noted.

	Motion Carried.
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